Terms and Definitions Related to Voting and Voter Registration (taken from the U.S. Election Assistance Commission except as noted) [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Glossary of Election Terms, U.S. Election Assistance Commission, July 16, 2021, Glossary of Election Terms.] 

· Absentee Voter – A voter who uses an absentee ballot to vote 
· Accessibility –  Measurable characteristics that indicate the degree to which a system is available to, and usable by, individuals with disabilities. The most common disabilities include those associated with vision, hearing and mobility, as well as cognitive disabilities. 
· Active Registered Voter – A voter whose record is current with the appropriate election authority and is eligible to vote. 
· Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) – Under an automatic voter registration system, eligible voters are automatically registered to vote whenever they interact with government agencies (e.g., departments of motor vehicles). 
· Board of Registrars – A group of individuals appointed, usually by local authorities and charged with control of elections and voting. 
· Cancellation of Registration – The act of removing a voter from a voter registration list. 
· Centralized Voter Registration Database (CVR) – A single, uniform, official, computerized statewide database of registered voters. 
· Close of Registration – The last day that a citizen can register to vote or update their voter registration before an election. 
· Conditional Voter Registration – Some states use this term to define the action of an individual registering and casting a provisional ballot after the statutory deadline, but whose eligibility or registration status could not be confirmed when they present themselves to vote. 
· Constitution – The basic principles and laws of a nation, state, or social group that determine the powers and duties of the government and guarantee certain rights to the people in it. 
· Disqualification – The action of disqualifying a candidate or voter from participating in an electoral process. 
· Electronic Poll Book – Device that partially automates the process of checking in voters, assigning them the correct ballot style, and marking voters who have been issued a ballot. May be used in place of a traditional paper poll book. E-poll books can be stand alone at the precinct with a separate copy of the registration list or can be networked into a central voter registration system where they can check and update voter records in real time. 
· Eligible Citizens – The universe of all voters who, if they cast a ballot, would have the legal right to have eligible contests on that ballot tabulated. This would include those who do not appear in the list of eligible voters because they live in a same-day registration or no registration state and did not or could not register ahead of time. 
· Eligible to Vote – A person who meets the requirements set forth in a political subdivision for being able to vote.  
· Eligible Voters – The universe of all voters who, if they cast a ballot, would have the legal right to have eligible contests on that ballot tabulated. This would include those who do not appear in the list of eligible voters because they live in a same-day registration or no registration state and did not or could not register ahead of time. 
· Fixed Resident – When a person lawfully and habitually uses a living quarters a majority of the week, it is considered a fixed residence for voting purposes, and the voter is referred to as a fixed resident. 
· Forms of Identification – Means of proving a person's identity, especially in the form of official papers. Common examples include Driver's Licenses, Passports and other Government issued documents. 
· Gerrymandering – the practice of drawing voting district boundaries with the intent to influence the outcome of elections in order to favor a particular political party.2 
· List of Registered Voters – A list of the individuals that have registered on an electoral roll where a voter resides, as a prerequisite for being entitled to vote. 
· Literacy Tests – once used as a practice to test the literacy of citizens who appeared to vote, the practice was originally designed to ensure that citizens understood the ballots they were casting (could also be accompanied by questions about the state or federal Constitution). The act became so skewed towards eliminating Black, Native American, and Latino voters that the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (followed by the US Supreme Court) restricted the practice. 
· Motor Voter – This act, commonly known as the “Motor Voter Law,” requires that states offer the opportunity to register to vote at their motor vehicle licensing offices (known as the DMV in many states). The law also requires states to offer voter registration at offices that provide public assistance or state-funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities, and armed services recruitment offices. NVRA also provides guidelines on registration list maintenance and sets limits on how voters can be removed from the rolls. 
· Online Registration – Online voter registration follows essentially the same process as a traditional paper-based process, by which new voters fill out a paper form that is submitted to election officials, but instead of filling out a paper application, the voter fills out a form via an Internet site, and that paperless form is submitted electronically to election officials. In most states the application is reviewed electronically. If the request is confirmed to be valid, the new registration is added to the state’s voter registration list. 
· Pre-election period – one of the stages of the election cycle, this process includes the registration of eligible voters, training of election workers, planning of the election, and education of the voter.3 
· Poll Book – An official register of electors entitled to vote at an election, used to verify and check in voters prior to issuing them a ballot. 
· Poll Tax – an antiquated requirement that a voter pay a fee in order to vote in elections, which often limited voting for poor citizens (eliminated federally by the 24th Amendment and the Voting Rights Act of 1965).4 
· Provisional Voting – The act of casting a ballot by a voter who was not on the list of eligible voters, whose information was incomplete or not accurate, or who had already received a ballot in the mail and was allowed to vote. Provisional ballots are usually kept separate from the other ballots until an election official can determine if the voter is eligible to vote. These ballots are sometimes called fail-safe votes. 
· Qualification – A requirement, such as being a registered voter, that is necessary in order for a voter, candidate, or election process to be acceptable for a specific purpose. 
· Register to Vote – To complete a form with information to be added to an electoral roll for the jurisdiction where a voter resides, as a prerequisite for being entitled to vote. 
· Registration Deadline – The last day to complete the documents to become a registered voter to participate in a specific election or election process. 
· Residency Requirement – The rules that govern if an individual is entitled to become a candidate or vote, based on where they live, and how long they have lived there. 
· Time Off for Voting – Almost every state prohibits employers from disciplining or firing an employee who takes time off work to vote. Some state laws require employers to give their employees a specific amount of time off to cast their ballots. In some states, this time off must be paid; in others, it may be unpaid. 
· U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC) – The Election Assistance Commission was created by the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) to assist the states regarding HAVA compliance and to distribute HAVA funds to the states. The EAC is also charged with creating voting system guidelines and operating the federal government’s first voting system certification program. The EAC is also responsible for maintaining the National Voter Registration form, conducting research, and administering a national clearinghouse on elections that includes shared practices, information for voters, and other resources to improve elections. 
· Vote – A valid mark on an official ballot indicating the voter's preference for a particular candidate or ballot question. 
· Voter Registration Drive – An effort by a government authority, political party, or other entity to register to vote persons otherwise entitled to vote. Participants in a voter registration drive distribute voter registration forms, provide assistance in completing them, and return the forms to elections offices. 
· Voting Restrictions – A law or set of laws that make it more difficult for people to vote.  
· Voting Right – The set of laws that protect a citizen’s ability to participate in public elections. 

